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Perspective. For a while, the biggest story was the battle for Majority in the Senate. And it will 

have major, long-lasting impact, it’s true. But in recent weeks, even we here inside the Beltway, 

usually consumed by election-mania, have gained some perspective. The mid-term elections 

are NOT the biggest or most important event of 2014. 

Hundreds of millions of dollars are being spent on campaign ads, thousands of people are 

employed by campaigns, to determine control of the Senate agenda for the last two years of 

President Obama’s tenure.  Those are big stakes, will the President be able to continue to 

thwart the Keystone Pipeline?  Will the EPA’s dramatic expansion of regulation be rolled back? 

What kind of immigration policy will we finally agree upon? The answers to these questions will 

be determined by who controls the Senate for the next two years. But even so, there are bigger 

stories than the Presidents legacy and control of the Senate. 

Ebola has already claimed thousands of lives in Africa, and some lives here in the US, despite 

the world’s most sophisticated sterilization procedures. Customs and Border Protection are 

screening new arrivals at JFK, Atlanta Hartsfield, Dulles and Miami airports. How would you like 

to be a CBP officer now charged with standing just a couple feet away from arrivals from Ebola–

stricken countries, charged with determining who should move into the US, and who should be 

detained by the Centers for Disease Control? 

Another battle to which the world is paying far greater attention than our domestic elections -- 

the battle to quell ISIS.  The President said “no boots on the ground”. He also said we could 

keep our health insurance policy.  In any case, we are already engaged in another Mid-East 

war. While we claim to have allies, there’s no question that the US will carry the burden of 

stopping the frightening advance of ISIS. Yet another war, for which the polls show the 

American public has a little appetite. 

And as this is being written, the nation’s largest international trade gateway is in meltdown. The 

largest ports on the West Coast, those in Southern California, through which flow such a huge 

share of our nation’s imports and exports, have become dysfunctional. New ships bigger than 

the world has ever seen, are dumping unprecedented volumes of import containers that marine 

terminals could not handle, even if there weren’t ongoing labor strife. The west coast longshore 

union (ILWU) and management have been unable to agree to a new contract, new federal 

restrictions on number of hours that a driver can be in a truck, are leading to what we hope will 

not be a return to 2002, when the West Coast ports were all shut down and commerce ground 

to a halt. The economic injury was measured in billions of dollars per day. While the general 

public is unaware of this developing situation, the impact, both short-term and long-term, on our 

economy would devastating. 

 These developments are making the numerous elections around the country look like children 

playing in sandboxes. The elections are important, but controlling Ebola, stopping ISIS and 

allowing our international commerce to flow are bigger stories, at least for the time being, even 

here, inside the Beltway.  
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