Urgent information on White House Executive Order sanctioning imports from Russian Federation.  

Executive Order  https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/03/11/executive-order-on-prohibiting-certain-imports-exports-and-new-investment-with-respect-to-continued-russian-federation-aggression/.      This restriction only covers goods from the Russian Federation (not Belarus).
1. “Russian Federation origin” — goods produced, manufactured, extracted, or processed in the Russian Federation, excluding any Russian Federation origin good that has been incorporated or substantially transformed into a foreign-made product.

BeIow are notes shared from Trade community member on what the prohibition means for Russian imports.    This pertains to onIy goods under the restricted Iist.

1. CBP is putting a hold on all goods covered by the prohibition.  If goods are being held, CBP will release the goods under the OFAC general license 17  (https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/russia_gl17.pdf)  upon receipt of proof that the shipment was under contract prior to March 11, 2022 as long as goods have been received prior to March 25.

1. Importers can avoid the hold by submitting that proof to CBP ahead of time.  CBP wants to keep cargo moving especially perishable seafood. Contact the port where arriving, submit proof of contract and submit via fax, in person or even via DIS (other doc) when filing entry.  It is important to contact the port and they are also contacting importers/filers, especially for perishables and larger shipments. 

1. All of the goods covered by the restriction will be refused entry beginning on March 25 (even if they were under contract in time).   Suggested that people should look at diverting the cargo elsewhere if it is not going to be here in time.

1. The list of HTS codes covering the prohibited goods (seafood, alcoholic beverages and non-industrial diamonds) is in the OFAC FAQ:  https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/faqs/1027

1. GL17:  https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/russia_gl17.pdf
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OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL

Russian Harmful Foreign Activities Sanctions Regulations
31 CFR part 587

GENERAL LICENSE NO. 17

Authorizing Transactions Related to Certain Imports
Prohibited by Executive Order of March 11, 2022

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this general license, all transactions prohibited
by section 1(a)(i) of Executive Order of March 11, 2022, Prohibiting Certain Imports, Exports,
and New Investment With Respect to Continued Russian Federation Aggression, that are
ordinarily incident and necessary to the importation into the United States of fish, scafood, and
preparations thercof; alcoholic beverages; or non-industrial diamonds of Russian Federation
origin pursuant to written contracts or written agreements entered into prior to March 11, 2022
are authorized through 12:01 a.m. castern daylight time, March 25, 2022.

(b) This general license does not authorize any transactions otherwise prohibited by the
Russian Harmful Foreign Activities Sanctions Regulations, 31 CFR part 587 (RuHSR), including
involving any person blocked pursuant to the RuHSR, unless separately authorized.
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